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Healing a Nation wounded by a Pandemic 
Blake Wetzel 
The Covid-19 pandemic that has plagued the United States for the past several months is 
a wicked problem with real implications because it has altered almost every American’s 
everyday life in some way. It has claimed many lives, and it has had a negative effect on our 
nation’s economy, education, and much more. When the news of the Covid-19 virus became 
known, it struck fear into people across the world. It was a deadly virus that spread extremely 
quickly, and when it was first reported in the United States, there was still not much known 
about it. As more and more American’s became infected across the country, businesses and 
services everywhere closed down as a response to the outbreak. Americans were forced to 
quarantine for months, staying confined in their homes, not going to work, school, or anywhere 
they didn’t need to be. Out of fear that they would not be able to provide essential products for 
their families, people panicked and bought items, like toilet paper, hand sanitizer, and gloves in 
bulk, causing grocery stores to run out. The American people were scared and panicked as a 
result of the national outbreak. There must be a good compromise, a way that we can reopen 
enough to restore our nation’s education system and economy to a level like we saw before the 
Covid-19 pandemic, while preventing further outbreaks and protecting those who are at a higher 
risk of severe symptoms from the virus. 
Especially at first, many people were getting very sick and hospitalized, or even 
unfortunately passing away from the Covid-19 virus. The more it spread, the more people got 
sick and even died, causing even more fear among the public. Goldberg states that hospitals 
became overcrowded and overwhelmed. They filled up quickly during outbreaks, and had to 
relocate patients because of bed and staff shortages (Goldberg 2020). Hospitals even ran out of 
essential supplies needed to tend to their patients. Ventilators were essential during this time. A 
ventilator could help a patient suffering severe symptoms of Covid-19 to breath, and save their 
life. Sarah states that all across the country there was a shortage of ventilators (Sarah, et al. 
2020). Dreier even wrote a story about a selfless 90 year old woman who refused a ventilator so 
that it would be available for a younger patient (Dreier 2020). The Covid-19 pandemic caused a 
national health crisis in the United States which had and still has many Americans questioning 
whether we’ll ever be able to return to our normal lives again. 
Barbara details how the Covid-19 pandemic has caused schools to close down all across 
the United States (Barbara 2020). Colleges and other schools have been forced to administer 
classes online. Online classes are very different from going to class in person, it is much more 
difficult to communicate. With technological difficulties, teachers and professors everywhere 
have had struggles teaching their students effectively. Students have been struggling as well. For 
many, it is much more difficult to grasp a concept or to learn new material while looking at a 
computer screen rather than getting hands on in person instruction. With classes being online, it 
is much easier to lose focus or become distracted, and classes lack the participation and 
engagement among students that was much more common when classes were in person. Losing 
track of time and missing assignments and assessments is a common problem that students have 
faced more while learning online as well. During the Covid-19 pandemic in the United States, 
the transition of online learning has resulted in the overall lower quality of education, from my 
own experiences as well as the experiences of other college students I’ve spoken to. Students 
aren’t learning as much as they should be. This is especially important because of how important 
Al-Shuaibia says that a quality education is to the betterment of our society as a whole in the 
United States (Al-Shuaibi 2014). A quality education helps students to become better citizens, it 
promotes responsibility, it shows the importance of hard work, and it provides them with 
essential knowledge. A good education can teach students the difference between right and 
wrong, and promote good decision making because it teaches them consequences. It teaches 
students about the importance of laws and why we should respect these laws, and our rights and 
the rights of others and why we should respect these rights. The school environment teaches 
students all about better communication, maturity, and how to socialize with others, it shapes the 
way we act and interact with one and other. The better quality education you are able to get often 
results in you being able to get a better paying job, it sets you up to have a better future and a 
better quality of life. Quality in education is so important to our society as a whole in the United 
States, which is why Soland states that it is concerning that the quality of education is being so 
negatively affected by the Covid-19 pandemic (Soland, et al. 2020). The future of our nation lies 
within the youth of our nation, making sure that they have good quality education is essential to 
our nation.  
As a result of nationwide shutdowns due to the Covid-19 pandemic, many citizens have 
been laid off from their jobs and are without work or income. People are not able to provide for 
their families, and while the unemployment rate seems to be lowering once again, many are still 
affected. Many small businesses were not able to survive through the pandemic, and had to close 
down permanently. The economy has taken a massive hit from all of this, Smith wrote about how 
the stock market crashed in late February (Smith 2020). With businesses and families all across 
the nation hurting financially from the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, the government had to 
make a decision. It was decided that many of the lockdown restrictions would be lifted, in order 
to bring back jobs, help small businesses, and save the economy. With reopening the economy, 
there was a great risk. Covid-19 did not just go away, even though the case numbers were on the 
decline, new outbreaks have occurred. Reopening the economy had restored financial stability 
for many Americans, but it also caused more outbreaks of the virus. More people became sick 
and more even passed away, it was the inevitable risk that our government took when making 
this decision that was now confirmed.  
Still, schools and colleges are not fully reopened, and students and teachers continue to 
struggle with a lower quality of education, and many businesses and services are still not 
completely reopened either, the economy is still not recovered. Taking social responsibility is a 
way that we can reopen enough to restore our nation’s education system and economy to a level 
like we saw before the Covid-19 pandemic, while preventing further outbreaks and protecting 
those who are at a higher risk of severe symptoms from the virus. In order to do this, all 
American people need to do their part in taking social responsibility. We must follow the 
guidelines, such as wearing masks and social distancing better. We have to sacrifice things that 
we do for leisure that are not essential and that put us at risk of spreading the virus more. Even if 
you yourself are not at risk, you must think empathetically when you make choices, about those 
who are at risk, and the consequences of your actions and how you could potentially spread the 
virus more. If more Americans would be more mindful of their decisions and the consequences 
of their actions, and follow the health guidelines better, we could better protect those who are 
vulnerable and prevent further outbreaks of the Covid-19 virus, and safely continue to reopen our 
economy and schools that are so essential to our society. Social responsibility can go much 
further than just following guidelines associated with stopping the spread of Covid-19, it can also 
apply to what people can do to help repair our society. This pandemic has affected our society in 
many ways. It has taken a toll on education, the economy, and employment. The American 
people can also take social responsibility to help repair the damage that Covid-19 has done to our 
society. The quality of education that our nation’s youth receives is vital to the future of our 
society, so people can do their part to volunteer to help students who are struggling to adjust to 
online learning. Communities can rally together to donate to those in need who have lost their 
jobs because of the pandemic, by holding fundraisers or food drives. Employers can help their 
struggling workers out by temporarily increasing their wages, or expanding their businesses so 
that they can employ more people. People who are not considered high risk can help out others 
who may be considered high risk, because they are elderly or have preexisting conditions, in 
their community by running errands, going grocery shopping for them, and more. There are 
many ways that Americans can take social responsibility to help repair the damage that this 
pandemic has done to our society, it is not just limited to following guidelines to stop the spread 
of the virus or to the examples I gave, so that America can heal and recover as a nation. 
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